obstetric anaesthesia and perinatology.
This book is both reference and text-book. For trainees in anaesthesiology, obstetrics and paediatrics, it is essential reading. For the practising clinician and especially for the teacher, it will prove to be an invaluable reference source. In fact, there are few books of this size which are so well referenced. Most chapters are of 20-30 pages, and most have 100 or more references. Each chapter is itself a monograph with Summary and Conclusion(s).
Basic placental, fetal and maternal pharmacology are reviewed in the first three chapters, with brief monographs on individual analgesics, anaesthetics and supplementary drugs in current use. Animal studies are fundamental to our comprehension and safe use of drugs in pregnancy, and this section leads to a review of the (still) widely debated controversies of the effects of opioids and local anaesthetics in both fetus and mother.
Adjuvant drugs, such as magnesium sulfate, benzodiazepines, type-2 histamine antagonists, inotropes, vasopressors and many others are included. Inhalational and intravenous anaesthetic drugs, including ketamine and propofol are well reviewed and these discussions may provide some surprises for many practising anaesthetists, especially with respect to the fetal and maternal implications of general anaesthesia and surgery during pregnancy (Chapter 6). The indirect or secondary effects of analgesia and anaesthesia on the baby are frequently more important than the primary and/or toxic effects of the drugs per see.g. maternal hypotension accompanying induction of epidural analgesia, maternal hyperglycaemia. Thus the chapters on fetal acid-base balance and respiratory gas exchange; maternal, fetal and neonatal stress responses; drug-induced alterations of utero-placental blood flow; and implications for electronic fetal monitoring are mandatory reading for the practising obstetric anaesthesiologist and obstetrician. Other features include a ready-reference chart on the passage of anaesthetic, analgesic and adjutant drugs into breast milk and the subsequent effects on the neonate, and an excellent review of anaesthesia for caesarean section and neonatal welfare. Finally, the plasticized cover should insure that the book will not deteriorate with frequent use.
The increasing interest and use of regional analgesia in obstetrics and in the past decade, the more widespread use of opioids, have almost certainly been major stimuli to produce this work. The pharmacology of pethidine, the mainstay of opioid analgesia in obstetrics for some 40 years, is discussed in great detail throughout the book. So too are "The Fentanyls" and other opioids.
Anaesthesia and Intensive Care. Vol. 22. No. 6. December, 1994 Overall, this book, as a standard text or reference is an excellent work that should be read by all who are concerned with analgesia, anaesthesia and intensive care of the pregnant woman and her baby. JOHN Avenue of the Americas, New York, N.Y. 10036; $U.S.l13.50; 220 mm X 285 mm; pp. 948. The stated purpose of this manual is to provide anaesthetists with detailed information regarding most surgical procedures that they are likely to encounter during their professional lives. It is presented in a compact, easy to read single volume. Each surgical procedure is described in detail, including the preoperative evaluation of the patient, and their common associated underlying diseased states.
Patient position, the type of incision used, any special instrumentation required, the estimated surgical time, the need for specialized postoperative care facilities, morbidity and mortality, a scoring of postoperative pain severity, the estimated blood loss, and the American procedure code are detailed.
The anaesthetic considerations for each operative procedure are described, including the effects intraoperatively and post operatively on the respiratory, cardiovascular, renal and haematological systems. The intraoperative anaesthetic techniques are discussed, however with a preference for those used at the Stanford University School of Medicine in California. The book contains many useful illustrations describing the surgical anatomy, and the variants of the different surgical procedures available for that disease state.
Sections for ophthalmic, otolaryngology, dental, thoracic, cardiovascular general, obstetrics and gynaecology, urology, orthopaedics, plastic, paediatric, and neurosurgery are included. The section on paediatric surgery is extremely helpful. It discusses in detail such things as the Kasai procedure and the various pull-throughs for Hirschsprung's disease. The aetiology of the initial disease state, reasons for failure of the various surgical procedures, and the subsequent surgical management should the procedures fail, are described.
Although the book has many limitations, including those of a multi-author text from a single American institution, this first edition provides what no other text currently provides in such a concise form. It uses many in-house abbreviations which require the reader to access the appendices on a regular basis. There are printing mistakes-especially in the dosage of commonly used anaesthetic agents where micrograms are often substituted for milligrams.
Despite these limitations, I feel this is a book that should be acquired by each anaesthetic department library as a reference of surgical procedures. I also feel that it is likely to become more important should anaesthesia move in to the new direction of perioperative care, and day of surgery admissions. Here, patients will require and expect a discussion of risk and benefits related to anaesthesia for their surgical procedure. This book will enable an anaesthetist, unfamiliar with a specific surgical procedure, to give adequate informed consent.
This book is very likely to find a limited place on the market. It will require frequent revision to remain relevant to current anaesthetic and surgical practice.
MATTHEW CRAWFORD

Department of Anaesthesia, The Prince of Wales Hospital, Sydney
Pharmacology For Anaesthetists, Noel Cass and Linda Cass; Publisher Churchill Livingstone, P.O. Box 1024 City Road, South Melbourne, Vic. 3205; $37.99; 155 mm x 230 mm; pp. 194. This text is the book that has devolved from Noel Cass's famous notes which have been used to assist pharmacological understanding by a generation of Australian anaesthetists. I used and loved the first set of Notes back in the mid-60s. Noel has been joined by his daughter Linda in this production, and both of them have a brilliant examination record to emphasize their skill in obtaining the essential examination viewpoint. Noel obtained the Nuffield Prize for first place in the Primary Examination of the Faculty of Anaesthetists RCS, and Linda the Renton Prize for first place in the Primary Examination of the Faculty of Anaesthetists RACS, a father/daughter record which must almost qualify for the Guiness Book of Records.
Firstly may I state that I believe this book to be compulsory reading for trainees of the Australian and New Zealand College of Anaesthetists who are preparing for examinations in anaesthesia or intensive care. Why? Because it will be widely read by Examiners and Tutors of the College, and because it contains a great deal of valuable pharmacological information approached from a practical clinical viewpoint.
There were, however, a number of disappointments. This book will still need to be supplemented by other pharmacology books, such as "Drugs and Anaesthesia" by Wood and Wood, as well as the classical reference of Goodman and Gilman's Textbook, because it is seriously brief in some important areas. Theories of anaesthesia, non-steroidal antiinflammatory drugs, receptors in general but benzodiazepine receptors in particular, diuretic, hypoglycaemic and antibiotic agents and probably statistics (even though this is a good introduction to statistics) are all areas where the examination candidate will be required to know more than is in Cass and Cass. Also, there were some minor omissions for the novice such as no mention of the tracheal route for emergency adrenaline, no definition of eutectic, no approximate formula for lean body mass, no mention of mast cell tryptase in the diagnosis of anaphylaxis, no mention of biologically effective half-life compared to plasma half-life, no mention of the uses of low-dose aspirin in cardiology or obstetrics, or low-dose ketamine for analgesia, no discrete discussion of the relevance of pKa effect on acidic and basic drugs, no mention of Resonium in the treatment of raised serum potassium levels to name those that came to my attention. There were inevitably some typographical errors and omissions-po 21 refers to Fig. 1.2.2 in the text which should be 1.1.2; p. 57 has a heading of Tranquillisers which has one line on sedative drugs as tranquillisers and five lines on beta adrenergic antagonists; droperidol is said to be long-acting with a half-life of two hours; a toxic level of etidocaine is stated equal to that for bupivacaine when it is generally agreed to be half as toxic; on p. 120 noradrenaline is referred to as a beta agonist (which it is weakly) but not as an alpha agonist, and in any event I think the authors probably meant isoprenaline as the beta agonist; and in Table 10 .2 dopamine is given + + + for beta activity and dobutamine only+ + when most authorities would reverse this listing.
The authors are, however, very successful in their ability to succinctly summarize much important material. Their tables of pharmacokinetics are good and they could improve these still further by producing even more tables in some of the sections such as for inhalational anaesthetics, antiarrhythmic agents, and by including a routine format which lists every drug mentioned in the text with standard criteria such as metabolic pathway, lipid solubility, half-life, plasma protein binding, and bioavailability etc in every table.
I may appear to be hypercritical of a good book. I am, in an endeavour to make this good book into an even better one in the next edition. The book has many advantages and these are the reasons it is and will be compulsory reading-an excellent practical clinical approach to pharmacology, many excellent tables and
